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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

"Freedom"
The most important guideline to help us
maintain democracy in the nation of free men
is clearly stated in the Word of God.
In March of this year, "The Star Spangled
Banner" celebrated its fifty-first anniversary as
the country's national anthem. The words were
written by Francis Scott Key in 1814 while a
prisoner of the British on board the warship,
Supreme. Key wrote the words while the
Supreme was attacking Fort McHenry. "The
Star Spangled Banner" grew in popularity and
public acceptance, and on March 3, 1931, 117
years later, Congress passed the bill officially
designating it as the national anthem.
Six years ago the United States was 200 years
old. The average of the world's great
civilizations has been 200 years. These nations
progressed through this sequence: From
bondage to spiritual faith. from spiritual faith
to great courage. From courage to liberty. From
liberty to abundance. From abundance to
selfishness. From selfishness to complacency.
From complacency to apathy. From apathy to
dependency . From dependency back again to
bondage. Where do we go from here? "Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord." (Psa.
33: 12). "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but
sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 14:34).
Abraham Lincoln left us some guidelines,
too, to help in maintaining the framework of
democracy in this nation of free men. They
are: "You cannot bring about prosperity by

discouraging thrift." . "You cannot help small
men by tearing down big men." You cannot
strengthen the weak by weakening the strong."
"You cannot help men permanently by doing
for them what they could and should do for
themselves."
The most important guideline to help us
maintain democracy in this nation of free men
is clearly stated in the Word of God. "The
wicked shall be turned into hell and all the
nations that forget God."
"He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the
water springs into dry ground; a fruitful land
into barrenness, for the wickedness of them
that dwell therein" (Psalm 107:33,34). A nation
can be righteous only as individuals look to
God in faith and repentance. Righteousness is
not doing good works, but trusting God's work
for us on the cross. It is an individual matter.

Dr. James T. Jeremiah
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Old Glory
Neighbor, let's start a wave
across our free land.
Let it begin in your own right hand.
Wave Old Glory high
with her red, white and blue;
You encourage your neighbor
to raise his flag, too.
Momentum will build as
--- . the --wave grows -in-length.
Loyalty will bring unity
and give our country strength.
As the stars and stripes wave
across this land of ours;
Look heavenward, Old Glory
is reflecting the stars.
Let's. salute Old Glory
with our hand across our heart,
While a prayer falls from our lips,
"Cod give us a new start."
June Dulaney Moore
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The Land of the Free
This land of ours is full and freeA gift from_ God's own hqn_d. _ _ __
If in this freedom we'll continue to be,
We must pray for this our land.
Pray for the leaders who are in power;
Pray that in wjsdom they'll lead.
Pray that they might turn to God in this hour,
So we'll still be the Land of the Free.
Paula Vater

One Nation Under God
America, land of the free'
But are we?
America, home of the brave;
Yet few are willing to fight for freedom
if it points to a grave.
But do not despairIf one man would dare
To be free within from the power of sin.
Dawn Jansen

Senior Ministries
"Are you coming to "Young at Heart"
tonight?" I asked.
"If I can get a baby sitter," replies the young
widow.
Why would a young widow want to attend
any thing with senior citizens? One word :
FELLOWSHIP. She feels more at home with
older widows, young grandparents or people
her parents' age than among singles or couples
her own age. Yes, the Young-at-Hearters (Crace
Baptist, Cedarville) welcome anyone who feels
comfortable in their midst. The age ranges
from those in their 40's to those in their 80's .
1we used to set the mini~um age limit at 55,
but changed it to be more inclusive.
January started out with cold temperatures,
;but warm fellowship at Everybody's Birthday
Party. Decorations included balloons and small
1gifts for everyone. Four tables representing
Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter were
decorated accordingly, including seasonal
birthday cakes. Childhood games were played
which included: Pin the tail on the donkey;
'Drop the clothespins in the bottle; Musical
Chairs, etc. Devotions centered on the New
Birth.
i In February, we attended a concert in the
Jcedarvi lie College Chapel, fol lowed by
Make-Your-Own-Sundaes in the College Snack
!Shop .
. After our Sunday evening church service in
· March, we met at a home for a Singspiration. A
college professor and his wife, who had been
featured on "Unshackled", gave their stirring
testimonies in word and instrumental song.
A windy, rainy Saturday in April did not
!dampen our spirits as we drove by church van
' to Cincinnati . The International Market, with
their international food shops, found us as
"kids in a candy store", not knowing what we
wanted to satisfy our appetites. Other shops

holding antiques, toys, bric-a-brac, etc . were
browsed through before we departed for the
Conservatory. There we enjoyed Cod's
handiwork in creation with the spring flowers,
Easter lilies, orchids and international trees
(banana), shrubs, plants and vines.
We were invited to our Pastor's home in May
for a Singspiration after church. One of our
deacons sang for us and gave his testimony .
We each brought various salads for a Salad
Buffet, for how can one fellowship without
food? Since the Pastor was having a birthday
the same week, we presented him with a
birthday cake, large enough for him to share
with us!
Our monthly schedule will continue througn
the year with another outing, a picnic, a
progressive dinner, a film fun night, a
Thanksgiving dinner, and a Christmas
fellowship .
This past Christmas we hosted the Senior
High Young People after church. We were
apprehensive at first about how we would mix.
But after some ice breakers, table games and a
time of food, fun and fellowship, our fears
were relieved. The young people gave the
devotions in word, testimony and song and
wormed their way into our hearts.
At a future date, the Singles want to
fellowship with us over a fast game of Dutch
Blitz and Uno. We also want to host the
"Colden Agers" from another church in the
area. We will furnish the food and they will
provide the program.
Whether we call ourselves Young At Heart,
Golden Agers, Advanced Adults in Action ,
Triple A's, we all say, "Age Ain't Anything" and
so what if we are called "All American
Antiques!" We have good fun, good food and
good fellowship around the Good Book .
Joan B. Cole
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A Fru it-Full Thought
Freedom is a word with which we as
Americans are intimately familiar. Our country
fought for its independence, slaves won their
freedom, women and other minorities are in a
constant battle for rights they believe will give
them freedom they deserve.
As Christians we are made free from the laws
of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). The freedom or
liberty this gives is accompanied by some
obligations, however.
1 Peter 2:16 states that we should not use our
freedom maliciously but as servants of God.
Galatians 5:1, 13 states it like this: "Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again with
the yoke of bondage ... Only use not liberty for
an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one
another." In I Cor. 9:19 Paul realizes that he is
free, yet he says he has made himself a servant
to all that "I might gain the more."
Freedom and service seem to go hand in
hand in God's Word. Let us as Christians
remember that our freedom is from sin and the
curse of death, not from our call to serve God
or man.

To have a friend is one of the highest delights
of life; to be a good friend is one of the noblest
and most difficult undertakings.

Mrs. Mildn
His life motto has been, "He must increase,
but I must decrease." And this is true even in
his so-called retirement years.
Due to ill health which limited his activities,
the Rev. Elmer Francisco, on the advice of his
doctor, resigned from the pastorate of the
Delevan, New York, Baptist Church in 1977 at
age 63. He and his wife Edyth moved back to
their home town, Hornell, New York, for
retirement.
--

1

I

Friendship is a treasured gift that makes life
more worthwhile, a gift that grows more
precious with each thoughtful word and smile.
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Soon he was elected Deacon of Missions in
his home church (Hillside Baptist, Hornell,
New York). Later, when the church was without
a pastor, Rev. Francisco often supplied the
pulpi't eventually serving as interim until a
full-time pastor was called.
A very capable Bible teacher and leader
seems to be needed everywhere! Fundamental
Baptist churches in a 60-mile radius kept Pastor
Francisco scheduled to preach nearly every
Sunday when their pastors were sick, on
vacation, or away for other reasons.
In the summer of 1981, Faith Baptist Church
at Victor, New York, had a real need for
experienced leadership. An F.B.H.M. mission
church, not quite indigenous, they asked
Pastor Francisco to become interim pastor.
Believing it was God's will, he accepted their
call. The church furnished a small apartment in
its building where the Franciscos go every
Thursday and stay through Sunday. On Thursday night there is a church family prayer and
Bible study. Fridays and Saturdays usually are
spent in church activities-counseling, calling,
praying-whatever needs to be done to

(

IM. Smith
promote the Lord's work there. Sunday is a full
day with both morning and evening services, as
well as Sunday school and a youth program.
When the Franciscos return to Hornell to
"rest" the first part of each week, they are still
active for the Lord. Here he serves as treasurer
of the Tri-County Fellowship of Independent
Baptist Churches and attends its monthly
rallies. He had 29 of his people from Victor at
the Tri-County rally in Hornell in March to hear
the Chamber Singers from Baptist Bible College
in Clarks Summit, Pa.
Pastor Francisco graduated from Practical
Bible Training School, Bible School Park, New
York in 1938. He was ordained January 23,
1939, has served in the pastorate for ,m any
years and, with his wife and family, served as
missionaries with Baptist Mid-Missions in
Kentucky from 1953 to 1963. The Lord enabled
them to take a Sunday school, started by lady
missionaries, and organize and build the
Grethel Baptist Church.
Yes I the Franciscos continue to reach up to
Cod and out to others! Both pastor and laymen
friends seek counsel from Pastor Francisco. He
points them to Christ who still must increase.
Pastor Franciso's only limitation in service, as
he continues to magnify the One Whom he
loves, is a gradual decline in physical abilities .
His past and present activities were well
summed up when a youngster who recently
visited the Victor church told Pastor Francisco,
as they shook hands at the door, "I thought you
were a puppet up there behind that box ."
Pastor Francisco replied, "That's what I want to
be-a puppet with Cod pulling the strings!"

Eight
Great
Gifts

People ... you have eight great gifts! The gift
of ATTENTION . Give it to your friends . The gift
of PRAISE. John Ruskin.said, "The greatest gifts
of the human race have come from the gift of
praise." The gift of CONSIDERATION. The best
way to keep from stepping on the other
fellow's toes is to put yourself in his shoes. The
gift of NATURE . Smile and the world smiles
with you. Crumble and you grumble alone. The
gift of CONCESSION. Concede that others
have a brain in their , heads. The gift of
CONFIDENCE. If you worry about what people
think of you, it's because you have more
confidence in their opinion than you have in
your own . The gift of INSPIRATION . If you
work for a man-work for him! The gift of
GRATITUDE. If we stopped to think more-we
could stop to thank more . We all own these
eight great gifts . If we don't use them-we're
like a man with a million dollars in the bank
and no checkbook!!
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Fireworks For Jesus
by
Sharon Banzhof
We all have the freedom to do as we choose .
Freedom is an attribute of God. This is stated
by Paul when he says " ... who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will" (Eph. 1:11).
God Himself decides what He is going to do
and why and is the only one who knows the
reasons for His actions. What God creates
reflects His wisdom and holiness. God freely
chose to create us with minds that we can
control. How we use our minds will determine
our future. Freedom of will is the power of our
minds to choose between good and evil and
between righteousness and unrighteousness.
As Christians, we have the freedom to live like
Christ.
In Exodus, we find that Moses had many
rounds with Pharaoh before Pharaoh finally
gave the Israelites their freedom. First Samuel
speaks of David who realized that God had
given Israel freedom to worship and serve God.
David would not stand around and tolerate
Goliath taking over and destroying that
·freedom. Even though David knew nothing
about fighting, he stood up and supported his
right.
Today, many of us only think of freedom
when the Fourth of July rolls around. We plan
picnics and parties and to highlight the
evening we shoot off fireworks. We many times
go through this ritual without thinking why we
had celebrated. We take for granted our rights
such as to speak as we wish and to worship as
we choose. Because we have the freedom to
say what we choose, we should use this
freedom wisely. We-all know how important it
page 6

is to be encouraged by someone; therefore, we
need to be an encouragement to others. In I
Thess. 5:11 we read, "Wherefore, comfort
yourselves together, and edify one another ... ''
Just a few words of encouragement can really
help someone make it through the day. But a
more important use of our freedom of speech
is to share with others our joy in Jesus Christ.
Rom. 1:15-16 tells us that we should be
" ... ready to preach the gospel not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth ... " As
in Rom. 10:14, 17 how will people hear unless
we tell them about Christ because "faith
cometh by hearing."
We also need to take advantage of the
privilege we have to worship God openly. This
needs to be a vital part of our lives. We are told
in Heb. 10:25: "Forsaking not the assembling of
yourselves together ... but exhorting one
another." It is especially important to gather
together because "For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there I am in
the midst of them" (Mt. 18:20). Through
gathering together, studying, and sharing with
each other, we "shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make us free" (John 8:32). So,
instead of fireworks just on the Fourth of July,
let's always "Let our light so shine before men,
that they may see our good works, and glorify
our Father, who is in Heaven" (Mt. 5: 16).

Quizzle

by
Joseph Cobine

Find these Prophets:
1. Balaam (Numbers 22:38)
2. David (Acts 2:30)
3. Elijah (I Kings 18:22)
4. Elisha (II Kings 5:13)
5. Isaiah (II Kings 20 :11)
6. Jeremiah (11 Chronicles 36: 12)
7 . John (Luke 7:28)
8. Jonah (Matthew 12:39)
9 . Joshua (I Kings 16:34)
10. Moses (Deuteronomy 34:10)
11. Nathan (II Samuel 7:2)
12. Samuel (Acts 3:24)

The story is told of a lady who had a
beautiful garden. It was her habit to hang two
baskets on the outside of the fence facing the
street, and to fill them with fresh cut flowers
every morning during the blooming season.
Each passer-by could take at will. The children
carried clusters of blossoms to school, and
studied the better for their presence . Business
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men took flowers into their dreary offices, and
the dull monotony was enlivened by their
fragrance . Even the tramp was welcome to
share in the lovely bestowal. Some one
remonstrated at such lavish cutting of rare
treasures . The wise woman answered; "The
more I cut the more I have . The bestowing is a
sweet privilege. The liberal sharing is the secret
of my beautiful garden."
"Giving to Live" must be the motto of the
one who would enjoy that sweetest of flowers,
the sweet pea. The vines must be stripped of
blossoms every morning or the blossoms will
cease. One house cannot hold them all in the
riotousness of their season; they must overflow
into others, or their sweetness and beauty will
be wasted .
Thus it is with the human soul. Selfishness is
moral suicide . He who refuses sympathy and
helpfulness closes the unfolding petal of his
love. The springs of inner life run dry. The
sweetness of loving is lost, and existence
becomes a death in life . By opening heart
doors, sending forth without stint whatever of
beauty and fragrance may have been given to
bestow, life grows in marvelous measure of
power .
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Living Springs
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Cedarville, Ohio 45314
But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
John 4:4
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